Tliat which is 


That thou may'll lhake the fuper flux to them. Shakefpeart. 
erhu ' man . adj. f fuper and humanus, Latin.] Above tiie 


SUP 

Sur rrflu'ity. n.f [fuperfluite, Fr. from fuperjuous.] More 
than enough ; plenty beyond ufc or neceffitv. 

Having this way eafed the church, as they thought, of fu- 
p,r/iuity, they went on till they had plucked up even thofc 
things which alfo had taken a great deal deeper root. Hooker. 

i hey arc as lick that furlcit with too much, as they that 
uarve with nothing ; therefore it is no mean happinefs to be 
feated in the mean: Superfluity comes fooncr by white hairs, 
but competency'liveslonger. ’ Shakefpeart. 

A quiet mediocrity is Hill to be preferred before a troubled 
Superfluity. Suckling. 

Like the fun, let bounty fpread her ray. 

And Ihine that fuperfluity away. Pope. 

Superfluous, cdj. [fuper and fluo, ’Led. fupirflu, Fr.l Exu¬ 
berant; more than enough; unneccflary; oftenlivc by being 
more than fufficient. 

I think it Superfluous to ufc any words of a fubjeelfo praifed 
in itfelf as it needs no praifes. ’ Sidney. 

When a thing ceafeth to be available unto the end which 
gave it being, the continuance of it mull then appear fuperflu- 
ous ’ Hooker. 

Our Superfluous lacqueys and our pcafants. 

Who in unnecefiary a&ioii fwqrm 

About our (quares of battle. Shakefpeare's Henry V. 

A proper title of a peace, and purchas’d * 

At a Superfluous rate. Shakefpeare. 

As touching the miniftring to the faints, it is fup fluous to 
Write. 2 Cor. ix i. 

Horace will our Superfluous branches prune, 

Give us new rules, and fet our harp in tune. Rofcommon. 

If ye know, 

Why alk ye, and Superfluous begin 

Your meflage, like to end as much in vain ? Milton. 

Supf/r FLUOUSNESS. 7 i.J. [fiom Superfluous.] The Hate of be¬ 
ing fuperfluous. 

Su'perflux n.f. [fuper and fluxus, Latin.] 
more than is wanted. 

Take phyfick, pomp; 

Expofc thvlelf to feel what wretches feel, 

flux to them. 

Super hu'm an. adj. [ fuper 
nature or power cf man. 

SuPERiMPREGNA / TiON. n.f. [fuper and impregnation .] Su¬ 
perconception ; fuperfetation. 

Superincu'mbent. n.f. [fuper and incumbent, Latin.] Ly¬ 
ing on the top of fomething elfc. 

It is fometimes fo extremely violent, that it forces the Su¬ 
perincumbent ft rata; breaks them all throughout, and thereby 
perfectly undermines and ruins their foundations. 

IVooiward . 

To Superindu'ce. v.a. [fuper and induce, Latin.] 

1. To bring in as an addition to fomething clfe. 

Relation is not contained in the real exiftence of things, 
but fomething extraneous anti fuperinduced. Locke. 

In children, favages, and ill-natured peop’e, learning not ha¬ 
ving call their native thoughts into new moulds, nor by Super¬ 
inducing foreign dotflrines, confounded thofc fair characters na¬ 
ture had written, their innate notions might lie open. Locke. 

2 . To bring on as a thing not originally belonging to that on 
which it is brought. 

To Jupeiinduce any virtue upon a perfon, take the living 
creature in which that virtue is moll eminent. Bacon. 

Cullom and corruption fuperinduce upon us a kind of necef- 
fity of going on as we began. L’Eflrange. 

Father is a notion fuperinduced to the fubllance or man, and 
refers only to an a£t of that tiling called man, whereby he con¬ 
tributed to the generation of one of his own kind, let man 
be what it will. Locke. 

Long cullom of finning fupcrinduccs upon the foul new and 
abfurd defires, like the dillcmper of the foul, feeding only up¬ 
on filth and corruption. South’s Sermons. 

Superindu'ction. n.f. [from fuper and induce.'] The ail of 
fupcrinducing. 

A good inclination is but the firfl rude draught of virtue; 
the f perinduflun of ill habits quickly deface it. South. 

Superinje'ction. n.f [fuper and injection. ] An injection 
fucceeding upon another. Dill. 

Superins riru'TiON. n.f. [fuper and in/litution.] [In law.] 
One inftitution upon another; as if A be inftituted and ad¬ 
mitted to a benefice upon a title, and B be inftituted and ad¬ 
mitted by the prefentation of another. Bailey. 

To SUPERINTEND, v. a. [ fuper and intend.'] To overfee; 
to overlook ; to take care of others with authority. 

The king will appoint a council who may Superintend 
the works of this nature, and regulate what concerns the co¬ 
lonies. Bacon’s Advice to VUliers. 

This argues defign, and a Superintending wifdom, power 
and providence in this fpccial bulinefs of food. Derharn. 

Angels, good or bad, mull be furnilhed with prodigious 
knowledge, to overfee Perfia and Grecia of old; or if any 
fuch Superintend the affairs of Great Britain now. IVatts. 


SUP 

Superintendence. >»./. [from fuper , n d c 

Superinte'ndenOy. j Hour care; the aa Of ovS: J - V 

authority. cr,e( -'ing ^ 

Such an umvcrfal fuper intendency has the eve an,I v, , 

providence over all, even the moll minute and in^ln ,° f 
things. ‘'iconlidcrabie 

The divine providence, which hath a vifible vaIa***"' 
being of every man, is yet more obfcrvablc in UdA t0 thc 
dency over focictics. *J u perittt n . 

An admirable indication of the divine futeri,,,., ; GVa> 
management. HP^ntendenet 2nd 

Superinte ndent, n.f. [ j flperintendant , Fr. from 
One who overlooks others authoritatively. 

Next to Brama, one Deuendre is the Superintend™, i- 
who hath many more under him. J J cc ‘v» 

I he world pays a natural veneration to men of 
rejoice to fee thcmfelves conduced by thofc wh„ 4 and 
the care of a fupreme being, and who think thcmfdm" 
countable to the great judge and Superintendent of £ an J 

Superiority, n.f. [from fuperiour.] Pre-eminence ;& 
hty of being greater or higher than another in any re W 
Bellarminc makes the formal ad of adoration to Rk 
jedlion to a fuperiour; but he makes the mere annrekJr 
of excellency to include the formal reafon of it; whLas 
exc e II cue)'without ftp criority doth not require any fubieSil? 
but only cffimation. R c * 0<l 

The perfon who advifes, docs in that particular'ex£ 
csf,pcrr.r , ty over us, thinking us defedive in our conduit" 
underltanding. AddifodsSpeQm 

SuperiouR. aetj. [fupeneur,Tr. fuperior, Latin] 1 

1. Higher ; greater in dignity or excellence; preferable or n, e . 

ferred to another. * 

In commencing another you do yourfelf right; for he that 
you commend is either fuperiour to you in that you commend 
or inferiour; if he be inferiour, if he be to be commended’ 
you much more: if he be fuperiour, if htf'be not to be com¬ 
mended, you much lefs glorious. p.fl n 

Although Superior to the people, yet not fuperior to thdr 
own voluntary engagements once pafibd from them. Taylor 
Heaven takes part with the opprclTed, and tyrants are upon 
their behaviour to a fuperior power. L’Ejhangt, 

Superior beings above us, who enjoy perfed happinefs, arc 
more ftcadily determined in their choice of good than we, and 
yet they are pot lefs happy or lefs free than we are. Lode. 

He laughs at men ot far fuperiour underltandiiigs to his, 
for not being as well drolled as himfelf. Swift, 

2. Upper; higher locally. 

By the refradion of the fecond prifm, the breadth of the 
image was not cncreafcd, but its fuperiour part, which in the 
firll prifm fullered the greater refradion, and appeared violet 
and blue, did again in the fecond prifm fuffer a greater tefra- 
dion than its inferiour part which appeared red and yellow. 

Newtons Oplidi. 

3. Free from emotion or concern; unconqucrcd. 

From amitift them forth he pafs’d. 

Long way through hoffile fcorn ; which he fuftain’d 
Superior, nor of violence fear’d ought. Milton. 

Here paffion firll I felt. 

Commotion ffrange! in all enjoyments elfc 
Superior and unmov’d. Mitten. 

There is not in earth a fpedacle more worthy than a great 
man fuperiour to his fuffbrings. Addifon’s Sprf?at:r. 

Supe'riour. n.f. One more excellent or dignified than an¬ 
other. 

Thofe under the great officers of Hate, have more frequent 
opportunities for the excrcife of benevolence than their flft- 
ricurs. Addijins Spectator, 

Superla'tion. n.f. [ fuperlatio , Latin.] Exaltation of any 
thing beyond truth or propriety. 

There are words that as much raife a ftyle as others can 
deprefs it; fuperlation and overmuchncfs amplifies: it may 
be above faith, but not above a mean. Ben. Johnftn • 

SUPERLATIVE, adj. [fuperlatif, Yr.fi/perlativui, Latin.] 

1. Implying or exprefling the higheft degree. 

It is an ufual way to give the fuperlative unto things of emi¬ 
nence ; and when a thing is very great, prefently to dehncit 
to be the grenteft of all. Braveds Vulgar Errsuri. 

Some have a violent and turgid manner of talking and think¬ 
ing; they are always in extremes, and pronounce concerning 
every thing in the fuperlative. fraUt. 

2. Rifing to the higheft degree. 

The high court of parliament in England is 

Bacon’s Advice to 

Martyrdoms I reckon amongft miracles; bccaufe thev 
to exceed the llrength of human nature; and I may do the 
of fuperlative and admirable holinefs. . ,- * 

The generality of its reception is with many the pcrfuaoi % 
argument of its fuperlative defert; and common judges tti-- 
futc excellency by numbers. Glattvi 

Ingratitude 
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Ingratitude andxrompaffion never cohabit in the famebreaft; 
* h ich Ihewsth e fuper/ative malignity of this vice, and the 
bifcnefs of the mind in which it dwells. South s Sermons. 

c,. pe 'rlATIVELY. adv [ftomfperlatrve] 

, In a manner of fpeech exprefling the higheft degree. 

I lhall not fpeak Superlatively ol them ; but that T may_tr / 
fay, they are fecond to none in the Chriftian world. Bacon. 

2-1 "nber’iS'w^tod’ enough in his youth; hut Superlatively 
a nd monftroully fo in his old age. South’s Sermons. 

The Supreme Being is a fpirit moll excellently glorious, Ju- 
trrlative'• powerful, wife and good, Creator of all things. Bent. 
s u T £' R L a t 1 v e s e s s. n.f. [from Superlative. ] The ftate of be- 
" ine in the higheft degree. 

Supep.I-u'nar adj. [Juper and tuna] Not fublunary ; placed 
above the moon; not of this world. 

T he mind, in nictaphylicks, at a lofs. 

May wander in a wilderucfs of mofs; 

'fhc head that turns at fuperlunar things. 

Pois’d with a tail, may fleer on Wilkins’ wings. Dunciad. 
Supernal, adj. [fupernus, Latin.] 

1. Having an higher pofition ; locally above us. 

Bv heaven and earth was meant the folid matter and fub- 
flancc, as well of all the heavens and oibs Jupernal , as of the 
globe of the earth and waters which covered it Raleigh. 

2. 'Relating to things above ; placed above ; caeleftial; heaven- 

That f eternal Judge that ftirs good thoughts 
I11 any brealt of ltrong authority, 

'Fo look into the bolts and ftains of right, Shakefpeare. 

He with frequent intercourfe 
Thither will fend his winged meflcngers, 

On errands of fujernul grace. Milton. 

Both glorying to have ’fcap’d the Stygian flood, 

A- goJs, and by their own recover'd llrength, 

Not by the fuffrance of /upcrnal pow’r. Milton. 

SUPERNATANT, adj. [ f<pernatam , Latin.] Swimming 
above. 

Whilft the fubllance continued fluid, I could lhake it with 
thefupernatant menftruum, without making between them any 
true union. B yle. 

Supernata'tion. n.f [from fipernat:, Latin.] The act of 
fwimmingon the top of anything. 

Touching the fupematation of bodies, take of aquafortis 
two ounces, of quicklilver two drams, the dilfolution will not 
, bear a flint 2s big as a nutmeg. Bacon’s Nat. Hflory. 

Bodies are differenced by fupematation, as floating on wa¬ 
ter; for chryllal will fink in water, as carrying in its own 
bulk a greater pnnderofity than the fpace of any water it doth 
occupy; and will therefore only fwim in molten me:al and 
quickfilver. Brown’s Vulgar Enours. 

Superna'tur al. adj. [fuper and natural.] Being above the 
powers of nature. 

There relleth cither no way unto falvation, or if any, then 
furcly a way which is Supernatural, a way which could never 
have entered into the heart of a man, as much as once to 
conceive or imagine, it God himfclt had not revealed it ex¬ 
traordinarily ; for which caufc we term it the myftcry or fe- 
cret way of falvation. Hooker. 

When Supernatural duties are neceflarily exacted, natural 
are not rejected as needlefs. Hooker. 

'1 he underilanding is fecured by the perfedtion of its own 
nature, or by fiie-natwal aflillance. 7 ‘illotfon. 

What mills of providence are thefe, 

Through which we cannot fee? 

So faints by fupernatural power fet free 
Are left at lalt in martyrdom to die. Dryden. 

Superna' rua ally. adv. [Uom fuper natural.] In a manner 
above the courte or power of nature. 

1 he Son of God came to do every tiling in miracle, to love 
fupernnturally, and to pardon infinitely, and even to lay down 
Sovereign while he aflumed the Saviour. South’s Sermons. 
Supernu / mer ar y. adj [ fupernumeraire, Fr fup-r and numerm, 
Lat.J Being above a llated, a ncceflary, an ufual, or a round 
number. 

Well if thrown out, as fupernumerary 
To my juft number found ! M,lion’s Paradife Lofl. 

In flxty three years there may be loft eighteen days, omit¬ 
ting the intercalation of one day every fourth year, allowed 
for this quadrant or fix hours Supernumerary. Brown. 

The odd or Jupernumerary fix hours are not accounted in 
the three years after the leap year. Holder. 

The produce of this tax is adequate to the fervices for which 
it is defigned, and the additional tax is proportioned to the/«- 
pemumerary expence this year. dddifons Freeholder. 

Antioch us Eupator began to augment his fleet; but the Ro¬ 
man fenate ordered his Supernumerary veflels to be burnt. 

. r Arbuthnot on Coins, 

n.Jupernumerary canon is one who docs not receive any of 
f or emoluments of the church, but only lives and 

v « there on a future expectation of fome prebend. Aylijfe 
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Su'PERPLANT. n.f [fuper and plant.] A plant growing up¬ 
on another plant. 

No juperplant is a formed plant but mifletoe. Bacon. 

To Superpower ate. v. a. [fuper and ponder0, Latin.] T o 
weigh over and above. _ Di£l. 

Superpropo rtion. n.f [flper and proportio, Latin.] Over¬ 
plus of proportion. 

No defedl of velocity, which requires as great a fuperpropor- 
tion in the caufe, can be overcome in an inllant. Ltigby. 

Su PERPURG ATioN. n.f. [fitpf purgation, Fr. fuper and purga¬ 
tion.] More purgation than enough. 

There happening a J'uperpurgation, he declined the repeating 
of that purge. fVifeman’s Surgery. 

Superrefle'xion. n.f. [fuper and reflexion.] Reflexion of 
an image refledled. 

Place one glafs before and another behind, you fliall fee 
the glals behind with the image within the glafs before, and 
again the glafs before in that, and divers fuch fupernflexions, 
till the fpccies fpeciei at laft die. Bacon’s Natural Hijlory. 

Supersa'liency. n.f. [fuper and falio, Latin; this were 
better written fup rfl Pency.] The aft of leaping upon any thing. 
Their coition is by fuperfaliency, like that of horfes. 

Brown. 

To Superscribe, v.a. [fper and^ feribs, Latin.] To in- 
feribe upon the top or outfide. 

Fabretti and others believe, that by the two fortunes were 
only meant in general the goddefs who fent profperity or af¬ 
flictions, and produce in their behalf an ancient monument, 
fuperferibed. Addifon. 

Superscription, n.f [fuper and feriptio, Latin] 

1. The aft of fuperferibing. 

2. That which is written on the top or outfide. 

Doth this churlilh juperfaijtion 
Portend fome alteration in good will. Shakefpeare's H. VI. 
Read me the fuperfeription of thefe letters; I know not 
which is which. Shakefpeare's Timon of Athens. 

I.ct me love her my fill 
No fuperfc> iptions of fame. 

Of honour or good name, 

No thought but to improve 

The gentle and quick approaches of my love. Suckling. 

I learn of my experience, not by talk. 

How counterfeit a coin they aie who friends 
•Bear in their Jupc’fcript on •, in profperous days 
They fwarm, but in adverfe withdraw their head. Milton'. 

It is enough her Hone 
May honour’d be with fupe>Jer pi.m 
Of the foie lady, who had pow’r to move 
The great Northumberland. TValler. 

To Supersede, v.a. [fuper and fedeo, Latin ] To make 
void or inefficacious by fuperiour power ; to fet afide. 

Paffion is the drunkenncls of the mind; and therefore in 
its prelent workings not controlablc by reafon; for as much 
as the proper eft’eft ol it is, for the time, to fuperfede the work¬ 
ings of reafon. South's Sermons. 

In this genuine acceptation of chance, nothing is fuppofed 
that can fuperjedc the known laws of natural motion. 

SUPER.SE'DEAS. [Inlaw ] Is a writ which lieth in divers 
and fundry cafes; in all which it fignifies a command or requeft 
to (lay or forbear the doing of that which in appearance of law 
were to be done, were it not for the caufe whereupon the writ 
is granted: for example, a man regularly is to have furetv of 
peace agaiull him of whom he will (wear that he is afraid ; and 
the jullicc required hereunto cannot deny him: yet if the 
party be formerly bound to the peace, in' chancery or eife- 
wlicre, this writ lieth to. Hay the jullice from doing that, 
which otherwife he might not deny. Cowel. 

The ffir diftance of this county from the court, hath here¬ 
tofore afforded it a fuperfedeas from takers and purveyours. 

c . Carew’s Survey of Cornwall. 

oUPFRSE rviceaele. adj. F fuper and Serviceable j Over offi¬ 
cious ; more than is neceflarv or reauired. 



cellary and uncommanded rites or practices; religion without 
morality. ® 

They the truth 

W \thfuperflitions and traditions taint. Milton. 

A rev rent fear, fuch f.per/iition reigns 
Among the rude, ev’n then poffefs’d thefwains. Dryden 

2. Talle religion; reverence of beings not proper objefts of re¬ 
verence; falfe worlhip. ^ 

flitln** had Certa ‘ n queftions a S ainft him of their own fuper- 

3. Over-nicety; exa£lnefs too fcrupulous. XXV " 

i3U ^ E ” S J J 1 , r,0 r us - ai N [fnperflitieux, Ft. fuperflitiofus Latin 1 
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